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Alice munro biographical information

Nothing is wasted. Nothing is irrelevant. Every word shines. Munro is able to capture the shape and mood, the flavor of a life in 30 pages. It tells us what it means to be a human being. It's completely clichéless. At the end of one of his stories you have to stop, catch your breath, come up in the air. Alice Munro has done more than any living writer to prove that the story is an art
form and not the poor relation of the novel. Munro's fictions are usually set in the small rural town of Ontario, where he lived for most of his life. His characters often leave the borders of the country for an intellectual and creative existence in the city, faint that they have been trapped in an unwanted domesticity, which forces them into pale versions of themselves, and then, in later
life, feel once again the desire to free themselves. Yet the recurring and very personal themes of Munro's narrative – the agitation of the creative impulse, the bohemian rejection of provincial anonymity and conservatism, the refusal to be bound by narrow definitions of femininity, and the complexity of female sexuality – are not what makes her work so remarkable. That's why we
have to look at his style. Munro's way with form, the scattered chronology of his stories, captures the drift of our thoughts, the infinite movement within and out of moments. A munro phrase, seductive in its lucidity, compelling in its precision, seductive in its simplicity, offers a constant enchantment. Munro's prose, without feeling, but suffused with a harsh melancholy, has a
composed, ironic and crystalline grace. Take this, from 'Floating Bridge', in Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage (2001): what he felt was a kind of scussed compassion, almost like a laugh. A stroke of tender hilarity get the better of all its sores and cavities, for the given time. Read that last sentence again. From the honest beauty of the swish of tender hilarity to the
surprising sores and cavities to those last words: for the time given. The given time contains multitudes. Munro talked about the complexity of things, of things within things. It is her natural ability to describe the shameless, wonderful, shocking absurdity of life, to express it in the right way, to capture it in all its infinite, senseless strangeness, that makes her so good. He has an
acute sensitivity to betrayal, duplicity, evasion, torn passions, tenderness, compromises, commitments and the legal confessions of human relations. It teases the surface, until everything that is hidden, all those hidden perni of a lifetime, are revealed. In his stories there are no neat endings, no simple progressions, no arcs of characters. There is a detachment from the raw
mechanics of bold brushstrokes. Munro's palate is infinitely with modulations of tone and color that upset, surprise and delight. Munro finds the extraordinary within the ordinary, and reveals that life is a stratification of secrets and lies, a set of disparate elements. It shows us that we can never really know anyone. After the peddler father visited a woman named Nora in 'Walker
Brothers County' (with his two children in tow), the narrator comments: My father tells me nothing about not mentioning things at home, but I know, just out of caring, the break when liquorice passes, that there are things not to mention. Whiskey, maybe the dance. Don't worry about my brother, he doesn't notice enough. At most he might remember the blind lady, the image of
Mary. This is a perfect writing for notes. Munro plays with our lack of knowledge; we feel complicit in the need to share a secret of which we know nothing. We assume that Nora is a former love for the narrator's father, yet we are not given any confirmation of this, no specific reason why her father decided to visit her. We are, like the narrator and her brother, in the dark. As a
result, this scene becomes much more poignant. Munro's narrators are philosophical, melancholy, at an ironic distance from their lives. In Lives of Girls and Women (1973), a collection of interconnected short stories, Del, without blinking in his examination of the hidden motive, says: I wanted to know. There's no protection, unless it's in the knowledge. I wanted death to nail and
isolate behind a wall of particular facts and circumstances, not floating around loose, ignored but powerful, waiting to enter everywhere. Del is the classic narrator of Munro: a woman in opposition to her family, her hometown, her upbringing, a woman looking for her kind of order. Munro's narrators have eloquent intelligence, controlled ferocity of the spirit. They possess, in the
center, a sense of restlessness, a desperate wonder amused about the knowledge of the way life is tainted by its brevity and unexpected twists. The narrator Munro is the voice in your head that will not be silenced. Alice Munro is usually spoken in the same breath as Anton Chekov. He resembles the Russian master in several ways. She is fascinated by the failures of love and
work and has an obsession with time. There is the same penetrating psychological intuition; events took place in a minor key; the settings of the small town. In Munro's fictional universe, as in Chekhov's, the plot is of secondary importance: everything is based on the epiphanic moment, sudden illumination, concise, subtle and revealing detail. Another significant feature of Munro is
the (typically Canadian) connection to the land, to what Margaret Atwood called a harsh and vast geography. Munro is in tune with the changes and colors of the natural world, with life lived with the desert. His ability to describe the constituency of the environment is equal to his ability to beneath the surface of his characters' lives. Now, in the mid-1970s, Munro's work has
inevitably shifted attention of late. Hateship, Friendship, Courtship, Loveship, Marriage (2001) shows the effect of memories as jolts to the present. There is the failure of mind and body and the constraints of loneliness. The latest story, 'The Bear Came Over the Mountain', recently filmed as Away From Her by Sarah Polley, begins as a story about the onset of Alzheimer's. With
sure mastery of detail, pace, and incremental detection of past incidents, it gradually becomes an incredibly powerful examination of betrayal and the many varieties of love. The stories in Runaway (2005) are of trapped lives and missed opportunities, of blurred passions and the need for escape; are among the most beautiful and disturbing munro has ever written. There is a
persistent sense of regret in this true and heartbreaking collection, and a resigned acceptance of this. Munro's next book, The View From Castle Rock (2006), is a memoir that reads like a collection of stories, an emotional treatise on memory, and an attempt to find the tone of the present in the distant past. It is an exceptional result, a typically intricate texture of facts and fiction.
Munro shows the thrust of the past, exploring the urgent and urgent need to make our personal myths as the drift of the years begins to shrink the future. Everything in Alice Munro's fiction is tinged with irony. There is a possibility of failure, hope, redemption and despair, but only the possibility, the suggestion. Nothing is ever solved, nothing is closed or closed. It is in this
treatment of the essential imperfection of life and its inability to conform to the speed of our fantasies, that Munro achieves greatness. Garan Holcombe, 2008Page 2 October 1 2020 Romance, poetry, debut novels and rediscovered classics - celebrate black British authors and get inspiration for autumn reading from the latest edition of 'What We're Reading'. Quick Facts Birthday:
July 10, 1931Nationality: Canadian Age: 89 Years, 89 Year Old FemalesSun Sign: Cancer Known As: Alice Ann MunroBorn in: Wingham, Ontario, Canada Odds by Alice Munro Nobel Prize for the Family of Literature:Spouse/Ex-: Gerald Fremlin, Munrofather, James: Robert Eric Laidlawmother: Anne Clarke Laidlawchildren: Sheila Catherine JennyMore Factseducation: University
of Western Ontarioawards: 1968 - Governor General's Award for Fiction 1978 - Governor General's Award for Fiction 1986 - Governor General's Award for Fiction 19 90 - Trillium Book Award 1998 - Giller Prize 2004 - Giller Prize Alice Munro, born as Alice Ann Laidlaw, is a Canadian writer who won the 2013 Nobel Prize in Literature and the Man Booker International Prize in 2009
for her lifetime body of work. She specializes in writing short stories and is known for her easy-to-read and moving style that explores human complexities effortlessly. She is considered one of the greatest contemporary writers of fiction. The fulcrum of his stories is his native place, southwestern Ontario, and describes the local population, their aspirations and lifestyles in his
writings. He started writing a teenager and published her first story as a student. His first collection of stories, Dance of the Happy Shades, was highly regarded and won the Governor General's Award, Canada's highest literary award. Her strong regional attention and complex female characters are characteristic of her writings. Most of his works belong to the literary genre known
as Southern Ontario Gothic. A recurring theme in the stories she wrote in her youth was that of an aging girl and facing the associated challenges and confusions. Maturing as a writer and woman, the focus of her stories shifted to the challenges faced by older and middle-aged women. A prolific writer, she continues to write today, despite battling several health problems at the
age of 81. Image credit image image credit next previous
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